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U.S. Navy Headquarters baseball team at Stamford Bridge in 1918
(Souvenir of the Anglo-American Baseball League)

U.S. Army Headquarters baseball team at Stamford Bridge in 1918
(Souvenir of the Anglo-American Baseball League)

The American game of baseball symbolized a new 
era of democracy and the fading of historical European 
empires. The game itself evolved from many influences 
from the era of American revolution through the world 
wars of the twentieth century. Although President 
Theodore Roosevelt remained somewhat skeptical of 
baseball team owners and their treatment of Major 
League Baseball players, he firmly embraced the game as 
a symbol of his “big stick” policies on the global stage. In 
1914, American baseball players drew global attention 
by playing games close to Mount Fuji and beyond to 
Shanghai and Hong Kong, down under to the edges of 
the Australian outback, along 
the shores of India, under 
the shadows of the Egyptian 
sphynx, and culminating 
with a game attended by King 
George V in London. Baseball 
shaped global perspectives 
of the United States and of 
American culture as the 
European empires slowly 
muddled into the First World 
War.

Baseball evolved with the 
decline of historical empires 
and the rise of American 
influence in the global 
maritime arena. After 1914, 
the armies of Europe and 
Asia struggled on poisoned 
battlefields and civilians fell 
victim to gas, bombs, and the 
global pandemic. Sheltered 
by two oceans, Americans 
focused upon the game of 
baseball—a game simple 
enough to be played by anyone 

and exciting enough to draw crowds together. Recent 
immigrants joined those from established American 
families on the baseball diamond. The upper economic 
classes played alongside those seeking their future. 
When President Woodrow Wilson faced the challenge 
from Imperial Germany in 1917, the American game of 
baseball accompanied the arrival of the United States 
as an associated power of the Anglo-French, Italian, 
Japanese, Belgian, and Russian Entente of the First 
World War. At the ballpark, Frankfurters became more 
widely known as “hot dogs” as Americans joined the 
effort to defeat Germany in Europe.

Somewhat by accident, 
Admiral William S. Sims 
arrived to become the first 
American commander at 
the European front. He had 
participated in many baseball 
games during his long career 
in the U.S. Navy—at one 
point challenging fellow 
admirals to play against 
the youngest sailors in the 
fleet during exercises in the 
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On the outskirts of 
London, the British king 
symbolically stood with 
Sims at home plate to 
recognize the Americans 
as full partners in a 
global effort to defeat 
common enemies.

(Souvenir of the Anglo-American Baseball League)
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Caribbean before the war. Sims used baseball to rally his 
subordinates during his service as the commodore of 
the Atlantic Fleet Destroyer and Torpedo Boat Flotilla 
after 1914. His baseball team from the “Cheer Up Ship,” 
USS Nevada (BB-36), finished at the top among those 
of other warships in the Atlantic Fleet in 1916. When he 
arrived for duty as President of the Naval War College in 
1917, Sims spoke about the benefits of playing baseball 
to foster teamwork, adapt to unforeseen “curveballs,” 
and advance other runners and win the game. Sims 
used baseball to synthesize American army and navy 
efforts at the front as Commander of U.S. Naval Forces 
in European Waters and as the leading representative 
on the Allied Naval Council after 1917. Sims used 
baseball to rally Americans at the front to defeat the 
Central Powers of Imperial Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
and the Ottomans. To this end, he helped establish the 
“Uncle Sam League” as an honorary commissioner of 
the Anglo-American Baseball League from within his 
“London Flagship” headquarters.

On the outskirts of London, the British king 
symbolically stood with Sims at home plate to recognize 
the Americans as full partners in a global effort to defeat 
common enemies. Joining a crowd estimated at 70,000 
at Stamford Bridge Football Stadium, King George V 
signed a Spalding baseball to launch the great American 
game between the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. For the 
first time in history, the British monarchy celebrated 
the Declaration of Independence. Sims and his fellow 
Americans boosted morale at the front when George V 
agreed to be taken out to the ballgame on the 4th of July 
1918.

The ballgame at Stamford Bridge marked a major 
milestone in the transatlantic relationship between 
the British Empire and United States. Baseball also 
reflected the increasing influence of history upon 
American visions of sea power. Following the 4th of 
July 1918 ballgame, British and French forces joined 
the Americans to secure victory during the summer 
counteroffensive on the western front and at sea in the 
Mediterranean and Arctic waters. Three major league 
baseball players fell in combat during the bloody battles 
of 1918. Hundreds more served in uniform, and many 
went unnoticed as casualties of war as they suffered 
through the influenza pandemic, shell shock, and 
postwar depression. Among those ballplayers who fell 
in battle, an Italian citizen named Bernardo Cardines 
gave all to become an American.

Cardines joined pals under the stars and stripes on 
the battlefield and on the baseball diamond. His parents 

remained in Italy, as Cardines studied to become a 
tailor with his uncle in Rhode Island. Cardines lived at 
3 Sanford Avenue, just around the corner from Basin 
Field, near Fleet Landing at the railhead in downtown 
Newport. He played pickup baseball and dreamt of 
becoming an American while playing baseball with 
the local teams—and those of the army and navy—at 
Basin Field. In 1917, Cardines volunteered for service 
with the National Guard and accompanied the Rhode 
Island regiments to join the 310th Infantry of the 79th 
Division. The following year, Cardines sailed to the 
European front. He left the dugout to fight in combat 
and he joined his pals to play baseball at the front. In 
September of 1918, he volunteered for a trench raid. He 
was last observed charging an enemy machine gun nest 
and listed as Missing in Action. The following year, the 
U.S. Army helped return his remains to his hometown 
in Italy.

The scars of war remained deeply embedded in 
popular memory, as Americans collectively continued 
looking outward to the future. During the prohibition 
era, Admiral Sims collaborated with his wife, Anne, 
to memorialize the fallen of the First World War. Sims 
frequently encouraged friends to, “remain cheerful.” 

With this optimistic sentiment in mind, the admiral 
and Mrs. Sims worked with families of the fallen to 
remember the sacrifices made in war. Together, they 
rallied efforts to build Miantonomi Memorial Park in 
Newport, among many other scenic reminders of the 
First World War elsewhere in greater New England. 
Among them was the effort to improve the ballpark at 
Basin Field. Coinciding with the deaths of King George 

V and Sims in 1936, Anne Sims helped to rechristen 
Basin Field in honor of Bernardo Cardines. The home 
of the “Sunset League”—one of the oldest established 
baseball leagues in the United States—Cardines Field 
remains a fitting reminder of all that is good in American 
culture. Cardines Field has also been recognized by 
Major League Baseball as being the oldest continually 
used historic baseball park in the United States.
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And thank you to The Waters Edge Flowers for their donation of the ceremonial wreath 
laid during the Naval War College’s 20th Anniversary 9/11 Commemoration.

The home of the “Sunset 
League”—one of the oldest 
established baseball leagues 
in the United States—

Cardines Field remains a 
fitting reminder of all that is 
good in American culture.

Graphic map depiction of Fleet Landing, Newport railhead, and Basin Field in 1878 
(Library of Congress)

Bernardo Cardines with a relative before the First World War
(Courtesy, Bernardino Cardines)



Naval War College Students: Stay Connected!
Become a Naval War College Foundation member today.

By becoming a member of the Naval War College 
Foundation, you will continue to benefit from 
your network of USNWC alumni long after you 
graduate—and you will gain access to other 
military and defense industry professionals who 
are also committed to protecting our national 
security and advancing the mission of the         
U.S. Naval War College.

Sign up for a student membership at 
nwcfoundation.org/membership-cardines or by 
scanning the QR code below, and you’ll receive 
a 10% discount on your Naval War College 
Foundation membership!

Membership benefits include:
• Invitations & early access registration to 

Foundation events
• Invitation to the Newport Lecture Series
• Subscriptions to The Bridge and monthly 

e-newsletter
• 20% discount at the NWCF Museum Store on-

campus & online

In addition to receiving these benefits, your 
membership supports the vital research, teaching, 
and training conducted at the U.S. Naval War 
College.

Join today & get 10% off your 
membership fee!Admiral William S. Sims’ scorecard from July 4, 1918 baseball game

(Naval War College Museum, courtesy Dr. Nathaniel Sims)




