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January 26, 2021 
 
 
Dear Newport Families and Staff, 
 
Due to a recent increase of positive COVID cases over the past week at RHS, RHS will be 
shifting to Distance Learning Wednesday, January 27 through Monday, February 1, because 
of the inability to safely staff the school due to the close contact impact and quarantine 
guidelines. Our hope is that the high school will return to its hybrid model on Tuesday, 
February 2. This change does not affect the other schools in the district. 
 
I want to thank and congratulate students, parents, and staff for their vigilance, patience, 
and cooperation over the past 10 months. Newport has made it through the crisis this far 
because people have worked together  — wearing masks, keeping social distance, washing 
hands, etc. However, our community, the state, and the nation seem to be experiencing a 
significant surge in the virus, and all signs seem to indicate that surge is the result of 
“COVID fatigue” — people thinking they don’t have to be as careful anymore.  
 
I know how difficult it is not to get together with friends and family. But the fact is, students 
and adults who get together are putting themselves and all of us at risk. People who have 
engaged in such behaviors -- even those who display no symptoms of COVID-19 -- may be 
transmitting the virus to those around them. We know that in-person learning is best for all 
our students and teachers, but we can only offer in-person learning if everyone adheres to 
the rules. Distance Learning may be an option to consider for the rest of the year for those 
with “COVID fatigue”.  I urge you to reach out to your building principal if you wish to 
discuss this option.  
  
We all want to get back to normal. We want to be back in school. We want to resume our 
athletics programs, chorus, band, and so much more -- especially for our students who will 
be graduating this year. But if we get careless, we’re only setting ourselves and our 
children’s opportunities back. Please, please… stay strong. Resist the temptation to get 
together with others. There’s too much at stake for our children, our staff, and our 
community.  
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Today and going forward, we have to be just as vigilant as we were last spring. There is a 
light at the end of the tunnel, but this pandemic is far from over. COVID-19 is alive and well. 
Together we will get through this if we work together and follow the rules. 
  
 
Stay safe, 
 
 
Colleen Burns Jermain, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


