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NPS/SC/Council Workshop 
8/15/19 

 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

On last night’s 8/14/19 City Council docket were recommendations from the Alliance 
for a Livable Newport (ALN) titled “Building and Renovating Newport Public Schools 
– a Prudent Path to the Future.” (Attached). 

The following provides rationale behind these concerns regarding the current 
direction taken by NPS and the School Committee in their Stage One Draft proposal 
that has just been sent. 

 
The monumental investment to be made in building new or 
renovating existing schools will represent the largest 
expenditure in Newport’s history.  
 
The proposal for these plans, the costs involved and their 
implications for the future of our children involved deserve to 
be clearly understood by all Newport’s taxpayers. 
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CONCERN #1: NEW HIGH SCHOOL LOCATION 
 
ALN has not heard specifically as to why a new H.S. (and/or ELC) couldn't be located on CCRI 
adjacent city owned land or on land to be freed up by RIDOT. 
 
The School Superintendent provided the following rationale: 
 

 # 1: “Unfortunately, the City does not have enough land in that area to 
accommodate our needs and the prospect of taking over property I have 

been told will tie us up in court.” 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The city apparently set aside CCRI adjacent, city-owned land for a TBD quantum computing 
facility. Wouldn’t this land be better served for a new High School, Career Tec and perhaps the 
ELC rather than “wishing/hoping” for some other future use?  
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The adjacent former Pineapple motel land could also be purchased (appraised at $1.4MM). And 
there is no reason why a HS couldn’t be built up rather than out – and at a lower cost. 
 
Finally, if not CCRI adjacent, why not develop a complete “learning campus” on the land to be 
freed up by RIDOT’s bridge realignment? This could become a 21st century academic and 
learning center with CCRI, the new HS, CTE, NUWC, cyber, “blue economy” center, etc. 
 
The CCRI adjacency is particularly appealing, given the many P-TEC “pathway” classes that 
could be taken at CCRI by the HS students: 
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# 2: Having fields across from the facility with the volume of traffic is a true safety 

concern. 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Sports fields across the roads should not be an issue. The Little League field adjacent to CCRI 
could be used for outdoor Phys ed. activities. Football could be played at Toppa and/or Gaudet. 
A gym/bb court could be part of the multi-story school. Alternatively, if on RIDOT freed-up land, 
plenty of room would be available for sports fields adjacent to a new school.  
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#3. I hear you on building it closer to other communities and the bridge to keep 
the options open. 

 
RESPONSE: Keeping the options (school unification) open. 
 
Newport’s Stage 1 proposal is based on Newport building new school(s) on their own, without 
Middletown, even though city council, NPS and the SC vigorously argued for unification - and 
for good reasons, both in terms of academic opportunities and cost advantages (82% state 
reimbursement). 
 
In order to leave the door open, CESU (Citizens exploring school unification) has formed in 
Middletown, given frustrations with their town council decision. They will be pursuing petitioning 
their town council to at least investigate the opportunity for joining with Newport in school 
unification. 
 
Go to https://cesu.news/ for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, should the NPS/SC still decide to build new on Wickham Rd., this would undoubtedly 
preclude any future unification, for the long-term detriment of Middletown and Newport’s 
students and taxpayers. 
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# 4. Unfortunately, I am not certain that time is on our side here to get all 

the okays within state deadlines for the funding opportunities. 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Given the significant, far reaching and costly decisions contained in the Stage One draft 
(only now being reviewed), ALN would recommend immediately meeting with our state 
legislators (Newport and Middletown) and the new State Education Commissioner 
Infante-Green to review what could be done to postpone these significant and 
irretractable decisions and yet still be eligible for state funding opportunities. It is our 
viewpoint that if there is any possibility of one day having a regional school district on 
the Island, she would be totally supportive and willing to encourage and facilitate such 
developments. 
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CONCERN #2 - EARLY LEARNING CENTER LOCATION 

 
The NPS/SC Stage One draft recommendation states: 

Newport Public Schools would like to include our expanded preschool in the 
construction of the new high school. This would allow our high school students to 
access programming as a career tech pathway in early childhood education.  

RESPONSE 
 
Assuming a new High School would be built on the current Rogers HS site (see concern #2 ), 
should Newport be sending children as young as four years old all the way south to Wickham 
Rd., simply for the reason to have our high school students pursue a career path in early 
childhood education??  
 
Note the location of the homes of our youngest students near where Pell, Head Start, 
Coggeshall and the MLK Center are and then consider the implications of bussing/driving them 
through downtown Newport. (Time, costs, environment, inconvenience, truancy, etc.) 
 

 
  
ALN Recommendation: 
Secure a more definitive cost for renovating Coggeshall to accommodate the ELC and also 
explore other north side options, including adjacencies to the current Pell school or CCRI.  
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Given all this…… 
 

ALN Recommendations 
 

1. Determine what a minimal "band-aid solution" for current Rogers would cost that would 
take the school through the next 5-8 years until north end land is freed-up and 
Middletown hopefully joins Newport in building state-of-the-art schools.  
  

2. Determine what the fallback position is should a $100 million + bond not be approved. 
This would include addressing what would then happen to Newport's HS students if a 
new high school/ELC on Wickham Rd. is built. This should be addressed before a bond 
proposal is put in front of Newport voters. 
 

3. Explore the possibility of bonding and proceeding with construction of the ELC (site other   
than at Wickham Rd.) and budgeting for remedial construction efforts only at Thompson, 
Pell and Rogers.  

 
Unlike current plans, such a bond: 
- Falls within the “tolerance” level of Newport voters (est.+/- $30MM rather than $100MM plus) 
- Postpones the building of a costly, all new Newport only H.S. until absolutely necessary 
- Leaves open the possibility of future H.S. unification with Middletown 
- Allows the City to consider the use of available land, freed-up by RIDOT’s bridge realignment 
project. 
- Locates future school construction projects where the majority of students live and play. 
 

### 
 
  



 11 

  
 
 
8/6/19 
 
To: Newport City Council 
From: ALN Executive Committee 

 
Building and Renovating Newport Public Schools - 

A prudent path to the future 
 
The Alliance for a Livable Newport looks forward to the NPS/School Committee/City Council 
workshop on August 15, 2019. Monumental decisions are forthcoming that will determine the 
long-term quality of education for our students and the attendant costs for the facilities and 
environments necessary to house them.  
 
Given these significant, far reaching and costly decisions and their impact on Newport 
taxpayers, ALN asks that the following issues be examined and addressed prior to and during 
the workshop and before proceeding with the Stage One submission to the RI Department of 
Education: 
 
1. Secure a more definitive cost for renovating Coggeshall to accommodate Pre-K to1st (the 
early learning center) and explore other north side options for a new ELC, including adjacencies 
to the current Pell school or CCRI. Bussing/driving pre-K children, the majority whom live north 
of Memorial, all the way south to the current Rogers High School site seems imprudent.  
  
2. Determine what a minimal "band-aid solution" for current Rogers would cost, one that would 
take the school through the next 5-8 years until north end land is freed up. This also allows the 
door to possible Middletown unification be left open for the foreseeable future. 
  
3. Determine exactly why a new H.S. (or ELC) couldn't be located on CCRI adjacent, city owned 
land. What commitments does the City have that would preclude this opportunity? 
  
4. Determine what the fallback position is should a $100 million + bond not be approved. This 
would include addressing what would happen to Newport's HS students should that be the 
case.  
 
5. Explore the possibility of bonding and proceeding with construction of the ELC (site other 
than at Wickham Rd.) and budgeting for remedial efforts only at Thompson, Pell and Rogers.  
 
Unlike current plans, such a bond: 
- Falls within the “tolerance” level of Newport voters (est.+/- $30MM rather than $100MM plus) 
- Postpones the building of a costly, all new Newport only H.S. until absolutely necessary 
- Leaves open the possibility of future H.S. unification with Middletown 
- Allows the City to consider the use of available land, freed-up by RIDOT’s bridge realignment 
project. 
- Locates future school construction projects where the majority of students live and play.  
 

Respectfully, 



 12 

 

- John Hirschboeck 
- Ron Becker 
- Isabel Griffith 

Co-presidents 
Alliance for a Livable Newport 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


